Speaker and Exhibitor Descriptions

The Arc of Illinois

Speaker: Mike Kaminsky

Description: Overview of Arc Programs and demonstration of how to search for resources on www.illinoislifespan.org
Beverly Farms Foundation

Speaker: Cody Buttry

Description:  An overview of the Beverly Farm’s residential and day training opportunities, as well as information about the St. Louis area and the activities residents participate in.  Other topics include how founding is provided and information on the application process
Cornerstone Services, Inc.
Speaker: Eddie Rogers and Todd Edge

Description: Career Solutions and serving adults with disabilities through vocational assistance

Department of Human Services, Division of Rehabilitation Services

Speaker: Cassandra Hotchkiss

Description:  DRS works in partnership with people with disabilities and their families to assist them in making informed choices to achieve full community participation through employment, education, and independent living opportunities.
Equip for Equality

Speaker: Consuelo Puente and Stacy Yusim

Description: Being prepared by talking about personal values and using them to solve problems at work.  Utilizing new job skills at interviews, volunteer opportunities, and to be a problem solving professional throughout your life

Family Benefit Solutions

Speaker: Sherri Schneider

Description: Information on Government Benefits including SSI, SSDI, Medicare and Medicaid

Family Support Network of Illinois

Speaker: Charlotte Cronin

Description: An overview of Illinois State funded services for people with developmental disabilities, how to access them, and how to advocate for more and improved services

Food Service Vocational Skills Partnership Program at Joliet Junior College

Speaker: Frederick N. Ferrara M.Ed., CEC, CCE, CHE

Description: In cooperation with local high schools and other support agencies, this program is designed to teach entry-level employability skills and enhance independent living for this special needs population in the communities we serve
Health and Disability Advocates

Speaker: Marsie Frawley and Jerome Jones

Description: Navigating benefits and integrating them as a part of the transitional plan
The Heartland Group

Speaker: Patrick Dillion

Description: Education on the portions available to replace income,  and provide financial support in the event of a primary caregivers death
Joliet Junior College Student Accommodations and Resources

Speaker: Jackie Myers

Description: Highlights the various assistive technology used by Joliet Junior College in the Students Accommodations and Resources Development (StAR)

Illinois Association of Microboards and Cooperatives
Speaker: Teri Steinberg

Description: New Alternatives Grounded in Self-Determination.  Helping to protect individuals who use human services though the creation of microboards and cooperatives that become certified service providers.

Illinois State University

Speaker: Ann Caldwell

Description: Transitioning to Post-Secondary Education and accommodation services at Illinois State University

Illinois Valley Industries

Speaker: Susan McNabb and Stephanie Kessler

Description: Home base services, community employment and community living

La Voz Latina – HORP (En Espanol) 
Speaker: Marina Marquez

Description: Programa de Alcance en Rehabilitation para Hispanos

Life’s Plan Inc.

Speaker: Scott Nixon

Description: The pooled Trust option: Role of the Trustee
Lincoln-Way Special Recreation Association

Exhibitor Description: Information on special recreation association in Illinois and specifically Lincoln-Way SRA

Monahan and Cohen

Speaker: Matthew D. Cohen

Description: Keeping transition planning and services from falling though the cracks: key challenges for schools and parents

National Alliance of Mental Health (NAMI) of Will County
Exhibitor Description: Inform parents and students of services and resources provided through NAMI of Illinois, in addition providing information on public policies, up to date education and support programs, and increase public awareness and understanding of mental illness.  
P.A.C.E. Program at National Louis University

Speaker: Barb Kite

Description: Exploration of the program and discussion of post-secondary options
Plainfield Township Disabilities Committee

Exhibitor Description: Information provided explaining programs and services provided by the Plainfield Township for Disabilities Residents
Services, Inc.

Exhibitor Description: Information about Services, Inc., programs offered, populations served, and information about the state waiting list- P.U.N.S. List

Special Needs Future Planning

Speaker: Brian Rubin

Description: Planning for future and legal needs
Student Assistance Commission- College Illinois! Corps

Exhibitor Description: Materials and information about state and federal financial aid, scholarships, the college application process, and early awareness
Trinity Services, Inc.

Exhibitor Description: Information about services provided through Trinity, focusing on Supported Employment Services
Wilco Area Career Center
Speaker: Julia Ann Oglesby

Description: Showcase of programs and opportunities at the Wilco Area Career Center where “Every Student Needs a Skill”

Wishing Well, NFP
Exhibitor Description: Video presentation and literature about agency and services provided such as, Day Training, Day Programs, and Summer Academy

Voice of Care
Exhibitor Description: Secular facilities for people with developmental disabilities

